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This past weekend Gordy & I joined the not-so-elite group of homeowners dealing with 

the after effects of ice dams.  The water dripping from our bedroom ceiling and onto my 

heavily cluttered dresser wasn't discovered until the end of a particularly stressful evening.  

Our brains that had just moments earlier shifted into shut down mode were suddenly 

wide awake as we began problem solving:  where else was water coming in, who did we 

need to call in the morning, did insurance cover the damage on our ceilings, how would 

we cover this unbudgeted expense?   

 

But perhaps the biggest looming question swirling about as I lay in bed, begging my brain 

to stop thinking, had to do with the state of our bedroom.  How would we ever find 

time to get our bedroom clean enough to allow strangers in to assess the damage?  Its the 

one place in our home where both Gordy and I feel most comfortable dumping things:  

clothing, receipts, paper to be filed, magazines to be filed, photos to be filed...you get 

the idea.   

 

The following day was a Friday, my day off.  All my plans had been cancelled because of 

the storm the night before which meant I'd been given the gift of time—to clean, sort, 

fold, recycle, throw out, and/or file away.  I started with low expectations—just tackle 

my dresser—don't think about the rest of the room.  But the feeling of pride and joy  

upon seeing the maple wood of my dresser top—it offered me the inspiration I needed 

to keep going.   

 

It wasn't easy but I knew I needed to persevere if there was any hope of a tidy bedroom 

before ServiceMaster arrived.  Gordy's dresser was next. Can you imagine the joy on 

Gordy's face when he came home to find our bed covered with piles of papers (and a  

variety of other assundry items) for him to go through? (For those of you who don't 

know me well—this is my sarcasm.  No, Gordy was not joyous—at least not initially.  But 

then he saw that sandal of his that had been missing for well over a year and any initial 

irritation vanished!)  Together we worked through it.  We kept going.  This ice dam  

imposed cleaning resulted in a clean bedroom that is far more functional and pleasing to 

the eye.  We have a better idea of where things go and are inspired NOT to dump but to 

put away—at least for now.   

 

This ice dam imposed cleaning reminds me of the spiritually imposed cleaning of our 

souls that comes with the season of Lent.  Lent is the forty days in our church year before 

Easter when we are invited to clean house--to get rid of the garbage in our souls—all that 

distracts us and gets in the way of our taking the journey to the cross.  Rarely is anyone 

comfortable dwelling on death, but the purpose is not merely an exercise in morbidity.  

The season of Lent helps us to love God more deeply, and follow Christ more fully as we 

then celebrate the miracle of resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

 

We know we should do this 365 days a year but knowing is one thing and doing is  

another.  Lent offers us this short period in which we can be intentional about letting go 

of old habits and cultivating new spiritual habits that will hopefully continue long after 

the season ends.  In the pages that follow, you will see many opportunities to join us on 

this Lenten journey, this spiritually imposed cleaning of the soul that leads to a deeper  

experience of God's forgiveness and grace that is ours in Christ Jesus.   

a message from pastor anne 
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Lenten Series ~ Kingdom Roots 
Ash Wednesday Worship 

March 5, 6:30pm 

Children, youth and adults are  

invited to join us for this meaningful 

worship service that includes the  

imposition of ashes.   

Nursery care will be provided. 

Out of the Ashes:  

7 Days of Prayer begins 

(see pg 9 for more info) 

Second Sunday of Lent  

March 16 

Ephesians 2:14-22 

We Affirm a conscious dependence  

on the Holy Spirit. 

 

First Sunday of Lent  

March 9 

communion 

John 14:15-18 

We Affirm a conscious dependence  

on the Holy Spirit. 

Pastor Touger Thao preaching 

(daylight saving time begins) 

Third Sunday of Lent  

March 23 

Galatians 5:13-26 

We Affirm a conscious dependence 

on the Holy Spirit. 

Michael Chitwood,  

national director for  

Team World Vision, guest speaker 

Gospel Choir performing 

Fifth Sunday of Lent  

April 6 

communion 

Ephesians 4:17-24 

Philippians 1:6 

We affirm the necessity  

of the new birth. 

Pastor Touger Thao preaching 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  

March 30 

John 3:1-17 

We affirm the necessity  

of the new birth. 

Baptism of Eden Lo 

Handbells performing 

April 13 & 20 

Worship at 10:30am  

(See pg 4 for worship during Holy Week) 

140th Anniversary Worship  

April 27, 10:30am 

Join us as we celebrate God’s faithfulness and our future. (See pg 10 for more info) 

Roots Covenant Church Weekly Worship Launch Date (See pg 14 for more info)  
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Holy Week 

WEDNESDAY  April 16 

 5:45-6:15pm Dinner 

 6:15-7:45pm STATIONS OF THE CROSS: an intergenerational experience 

retracing the final days of Jesus. 

 6:15-7:00pm Children’s Choir practice for FOR SUCH A ONE AS THIS  

 7:00-8:00pm FOR SUCH A ONE AS THIS dress rehearsal 

 Nursery care will be provided 

PALM SUNDAY  April 13, 10:30am 

Psalm 118:19-29 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Join us for a celebrative worship experience with our Gospel Choir and 

brothers and sisters from Followers of Christ Hmong Baptist Church,  

and The Haitian Christian Fellowship followed by a shared meal together. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  April 17  

12noon: Holy Communion, served in Upper Fellowship Hall,  

representing the Last Supper of Jesus with his disciples.   

 

6:30pm: A mimed performance of the events leading up to the  

Crucifixion, performed by our youth, and concludes with Holy Communion. 

GOOD FRIDAY April 18 

7:00pm Good Friday Choral Symphonic Concert  

FOR SUCH A ONE AS THIS  

See page 10 for more information. 

Nursery care will be provided 

EASTER SUNDAY April 20, 10:30am 

Psalm 118:1-4, 14-17 

John 20:1-18 

Join us as we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in worship with the 

Orchestra, Easter and Handbell Choirs. 
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Children, Youth & Families 
OUT OF THE ASHES: 7 DAYS OF PRAYER 

March 5-11 

This is a great opportunity for children, youth and adults to pray together.   

See page 9 for more information. 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY ADULT LEADER TRAINING AND PLANNING DAY 

March 8, 9:30 – 11:00am 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

This training/planning meeting is for all adult leaders who are working with Big G’s 

Neighborhood and Sunday School.   

 

COVENANT PINES CAMP NIGHT - Surf’s Up! 

Wednesday, March 12, 6:15pm   

Come experience a taste of what Covenant Pines Bible Camp is all about, including  

prizes and giveaways! 

6:15-7:45pm “Just for Parents” information session  Upper Fellowship Hall 

Parents will have the chance to hear about the church’s commitment to send every kid 

to camp, begin filling out registration forms, and learn about early bird registration for 

camp.  

6:15-7:45pm "Just for Children and Youth" session Lower Fellowship Hall & Youth Wing 

1st-12th graders have the chance to learn about camp, meet some of the camp staff and 

get a sneak peek at the theme and plans for camp this summer, geared just for them. 

7:45pm Check-out Children in Lower Fellowship Hall 

     Check-out Youth in Youth Wing  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PARENTS MEETING (K – 5th graders and their parents) 

Sunday, March 16, 11:00am – noon 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

Parents will be joining their child(ren) during our first Sunday School class of the Spring.  

This will be a time to hear about what your child(ren) will be learning this Spring.  You 

will have a chance to ask questions and connect with the Sunday School teachers.   

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE PRACTICES (2nd grade – 5th grade) 

Wednesdays, March 26 - April 16 6:15-7:45pm Performance on Friday, April 18, 7:00pm  

This year our Good Friday Concert includes a part for a children’s choir, with rehearsals 

during Big G’s Neighborhood. See page 10 for more information about the concert. 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENT 

 

GO: SERVE 

Monday, April 14, 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Redeemer Covenant Church, Brooklyn Park, MN 

This is a Northwest Conference event, intended to bring Northwest Conference families, 

with children in pre-k – 5th grade,  together for a shared learning and outreach  

opportunity.   More information will be coming in the next few weeks. 
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Children infant-5th grade 
SUNDAY MORNINGS  
 

INFANT NURSERY & TODDLER NURSERY (birth-3 years) 

9:00am – noon 

Nursery Rooms 105 & 106 

During our worship service we have two nurseries; Infant nursery for children birth-18 months 

and a Toddler nursery for children 19 months – 3 years old.   
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Pre-K– 2nd grade) 

Room 104b 

Children will worship together with age appropriate biblical teachings, songs, and activities.  

The children will meet their Children’s Church leaders in the back of the sanctuary following 

the offertory and rejoin their families during the closing song. 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Pre-K – 5th grade) 

Beginning March 16, 11:00am – Noon 

Sunday School is a time for children to learn biblical truths and experience the love of God 

through building lasting relationships with teachers and peers. Our kids will be learning about 

the life of Jesus Christ.  This is done through relevant Bible teachings, group discussion, and 

age-appropriate activities. 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS  
 

EAST SIDE THRIVE (K – 12th grade) 

4:00 – 5:45pm 

(See page 15  for more information) 
 

BIG G’S NEIGHBORHOOD (K – 5th grade)  

Beginning March 19, 6:15PM – 7:45pm 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

Big G’s Neighborhood is a place where children can come and bring their friends and  

experience genuine relationships with both their peers and adult leaders.  This Spring we will 

continue our journey through the Old Testament.  Our evenings begin with a large group 

opening followed by age specific drama, crafts, and games.   
 

LITTLE BIG G’S NEIGHBORHOOD (Pre-K) 

6:15PM – 7:45PM 

Room 106 

Little Big G’s Neighborhood is a place for our pre-k’ers to bring their friends and build  

relationships with their peers and adult leaders.  In Little Big G’s we will being journeying 

along with our neighbors from Big G’s through the Old Testament.  The children will enjoy 

times of story, games, and crafts.   
 

NURSERY (Birth – 3 years old) 

6:15PM – 7:45PM 

Room 105 

 

NOTE: There will be NO Sunday School April 13, 20, & 27 and  

NO Big G’s Neighborhood April 2 & 16 
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Youth 6th-12th grade 
SUNDAY MORNINGS  

11:00AM-12:00PM 

JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL (6th-8th graders) 

Game Room 

When we talk about God…what do we mean? Catch a bigger picture of who God is 

and how that picture can transform your life with peers and leaders. 

 

SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL (9th-12th graders) 

Graffiti Room 

Learn and grow with friends and leaders as we take a deeper look at Biblical truths and 

how they shape our own life’s stories. 

 

WEDNESDAYS  

3:30-4:30pm 

DIG DEEP BIBLE STUDY (9th-12th graders) 

Room 201 

Want to have a life that looks more like Jesus? Join us as we dig deep into the book of 

Luke together to discover how to study the Bible, and more about the life of Christ. 

 

4:00-5:45pm 

EAST SIDE THRIVE (6th-12th graders) 

Youth and Children’s Wing 

See full information about our after school program on page 15. 

 

5:00-6:00pm 

CONFIRMATION (7th and 8th graders) 

Room 201 

Our New Testament journey continues to the birth and growth of the early church! 

 

6:15-7:45pm 

YOUTH GROUP (6th-12th graders) 

Game and Graffiti Rooms 

We grow as a community of peers and mentors in faith and life. Small groups, games, 

and teaching geared for real life are a part of our time together. This spring, we  

continue to encounter the story of the Bible and the story of our lives. 

 

 

NOTE: there will be NO Sunday School April 13, 20, & 27 and  

NO Youth Activities April 2 & 16 



8 

Youth 6th-12th grade 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (6th-8th graders) 

Friday, March 14 from 7:00-10:00pm 

Meets at and returns to First Covenant 

We meet at First Covenant and then head to the Eagan branch of Feed My Starving 

Children for an evening of service by packaging meals for hungry kids around the 

globe. Put your hands to work as we serve together! 

 

M.O.V.E. (9th – 12th graders) 

Friday, April 4, 6:00pm – Saturday, April 5 5:30pm 

Meet at and return to First Covenant Church of Saint Paul  

(hosted at First Covenant Minneapolis) 

M.O.V.E. (Mission Outreach Venture Experience) is a 24-hour service/learning  

weekend where 9th-12th graders are inspired to fight injustice and have the  

opportunity to love their neighbor as themselves in tangible ways throughout the Twin 

Cities. Cost: $30. 

 

INTERNATIONAL FALLS MISSION TRIP 2014 (IFMT 2014) 

July 6-13, 2014 

We are pleased to announce the IFMT 2014 team. Please keep the following  

individuals in your prayers as they prepare and plan for this trip: 

Abby Luchsinger, Alicea Garcia, Ana Matos, Angela Briggs, Bailey Wienke,  

Beth Wienke, Brenden Gilmore, Brieyanna Lewis, Corrine Pearson, Dale Pearson,  

Danielle Lo, De’Andre Gatewood, Elizabeth Ortiz, Ellen Jacobson,  

Emily Hutchins-Peterson, Gina Theesfeld, Jada Jones, Jim Berger, Jim Luchsinger,  

Juan Perez, Kari Norris, Kate Makosky, Lionus Lo, Mike Verdoorn, Moua Xiong,  

Roger Valois, Ryan Voth, Tanya Garcia, Tehsaijoi Nyenpan, Valerie Quarles,  

Vanessa Manzanares, Ysabel DeLeon. 
 

Stay tuned for more opportunities to support this team both in prayer in and  

fundraising.  

Team Meetings: 

 Sunday, March 23, 12:00-1:30pm 

 Sunday, April 27 following the 140th celebration 
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Adult Spiritual Growth 
OUT OF THE ASHES- SEVEN DAYS OF PRAYER 

Wednesday, March 5- Tuesday, March 11 

In the Prayer Chapel 

You are invited this Lenten season to a special time of connecting to God through prayer. 

Beginning Wednesday, March 5 following the Ash Wednesday service, through Tuesday, 

March 11, you will have the opportunity to pray in the Prayer Chapel at various times 

throughout the day. During this time, participants pray for an hour either individually, as 

couples, or in groups. This would also be a great opportunity for youth and their parents 

or guardians to pray with their prayer partners. Helps will be provided to make your 

prayer time meaningful. Sign up at the Welcome Center, so you can choose the hour that 

fits you best. Join us, and experience God's love and power in a new way on your  

Lenten journey. 

 

SUNDAYS AT 11:00AM 

ADULT SPIRITUAL GROWTH HOUR  

Upper Fellowship Hall 

March 9 - 23 "Living Abundantly through Spiritual Practices"  

 March 9: Out of the Ashes. Praying Prayers of Lament.                                            

Following with our worship theme we will learn about and pray Prayers of Lament - 

modeled in the Bible, these prayers are where we are raw with our pain with our     

listening God, where we call out to him out of our brokenness.    

 March 16: LIFE GROUP SUNDAY Life Groups will be given resources to use- "Personal 

Vision, A Rule of Life." This resource material will be used as an a introduction to this 

practice with an opportunity for people to share as they consider this practice. Some 

groups may be able to use it into the next month.  

 March 23rd: First half of SG Hour - group Lectio Divina or Holy Reading Second half 

of SG Hour - The Daily Examen - (Ignatian) - Praying Backwards through Your Day 
 

March 30 & April 6: "Talking about Faith in Ways that Matter." Join us as we learn how 

to share with others how God is moving and working in our normal every day life.  
 

May 4-18: "Living in the Tension." Join us as we explore what it means to have freedom 

in Christ. 

 

WE ♥ LIFE GROUP LEADERS 

Third Sunday of the Month, during Spiritual Growth Hour 

As we near springtime, we want to thank all the individuals who have served this year as 

life group leaders. Thank you, leaders, for the time, work, and heart you’ve invested in 

your group. We encourage everyone to take a moment and thank your leader(s) in the 

coming months. 

Life Groups offer opportunities to connect with others, discuss relevant topics, and serve 

together. Most of our Life Groups meet the third Sunday of the month during the  

Spiritual Growth hour. A drop-in group is located conveniently next to the Welcome 

Center, hosted by DD and Kirk Peterson. To sign-up, check the box on the Sunday  

worship attendance card or contact the church office. Your information will be  

forwarded to a Life Group coordinator. 

With Gratitude, 

Janet Hagfors 

Dick & Barb Johnson 
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Worship and Arts 
GOSPEL CHOIR 

Choir Room 

 Rehearsal on Wednesday, March 19, 6:15 - 6:45pm 

 PERFORMANCE ON SUNDAY, MARCH 23 

 Rehearsals on Wednesdays, March 26 and April 9, 6:15 - 6:45pm 

 PERFORMANCE ON PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13  

Everyone is welcome to join in praising God through this powerful style of music. The 

only requirement is to come on the Wednesday rehearsals and on the Sunday.  Hope 

you will join us. 

 

MINNESOTA SINFONIA CONCERT & RECEPTION 

Friday, March 28, 7:00pm 

First Covenant Church Sanctuary 

Romance – Sinfonia Style featuring Alexander Fiterstein, Clarinetist.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY CONCERT 

FOR SUCH A ONE AS THIS 

Friday, April 18, 7:00pm 

Sanctuary 

We invite all those who cannot make the commitment of being in the Sanctuary Choir, 

but who love to sing, to join the Easter Choir. We are rehearsing on Wednesdays from 

7:45 - 8:30 pm.  This is an intergenerational dramatic musical, which includes children 

from 2nd through 5th grades singing in one of the songs. We encourage the youth to 

join the Easter Choir. If you re interested in one of the many monologues please  

contact Richard Voth or Keyla Spahr. 

 

First Covenant is 140 Years Old! 

April 27, 2014 at 10:30am 

First Covenant Church of Saint Paul has had a fascinating history on the East 

Side.  Working class Swedish Christians, who left their homes and relatives for a better 

future in the land of opportunity, also sought a deeper relationship with their God and 

their fellow Swedish immigrants.  These courageous and faithful men and women 

called themselves "Mission Friends" and formed The Svenska Evangeliska Lutherska  

Missionsforsamlingen in 1874. 
 

What has changed over these 140 years?  What is still the same?  Join us for a time of 

worship and celebration as we revisit the stories that shaped our past and continue to 

influence our future as 21st century Mission Friends.  
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Our Life Together 
MEN'S BREAKFAST 

First Saturday of every month 8:00-9:30am 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

All men and soon to be men are invited to gather with us for our monthly Men's  

Breakfast.  In this gathering, we will share a meal, study the sermon text for the next day, 

and pray together.  This gathering will be on the first Saturday of every month.  If you'd 

like more information, please contact Brian Peterson: brian-tsi@hotmail.com 

 

ADVENTUROUS CHRISTIANS WINTER RETREAT 

March 14-16 

Adventurous Christians, Grand Marais, MN 

This is your last chance to sign up for a fun winter weekend in the beautiful Boundary  

Waters! This can be as relaxing or active of a weekend as you want at our Covenant 

owned camp just north of Grand Marais. A sign-up sheet is at the welcome center, please 

contact Mandy with any questions- mjkline8@gmail.com 612-369-0805. 

 

ADOPT-A-COP 

Please have your spring note (Easter Card) to your Adopt-A-Cop Officer by Sunday, March 

16th.  Our officers look forward to our prayers and notes. We will be celebrating our 

Adopt-A-Cop ministry on Sunday, May 4th. 

 

CHILI COOK-OFF AND SILENT AUCTION  

(fundraiser for River Bend Mission Team & their upcoming mission trip to New Orleans)  

Saturday, April 12, 5:00pm  Cost$10 

First Covenant Church Upper Fellowship Hall 

The River Bend Mission Team was started in 2006 after Hurricane Katrina, and has been 

doing service/mission trips to the Gulf Coast, Minot, ND, and Crisfield, Maryland ever 

since.  Rod Scofield, the leader of the River Bend Mission Team has been attending First 

Covenant for about a year now.  If you are interested in participating in the upcoming  

mission trip to the Gulf this spring, or would like to enter the chili cook off, please call Rod 

(651-248-8495) or send him an email (rodscofield@gmail.com).   
 

The judges will be Gary Stritesky who played on Survivor Fiji, Dave Klutter from KTIS,  

Aaron McCollum, the Executive Director of Three Sons Catering, Mike Runyon, owner of 

Shamrocks Bar and Grill, and Pastor Anne and Gordy.  Some of the silent auction items will 

be a hot air balloon ride, electric fireplaces, stays at local hotels, handmade quilts and hand 

carved wood items.    

For more info on River Bend Mission team, you can "like" them on Facebook, or visit their 

blog site:  www.rodscof/blogspot.com. 

http://www.rodscof/blogspot.com
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Women’s Ministries 
FRIDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY for WOMEN 

9:30-11:00 AM          

Conference Room  

7 Truths from Experiencing God by Henry & Richard Blackaby  

“When you recognize where God is working, you can join Him in what He is doing.” 

Schedule of dates & titles listed on east hall bulletin.  No class on Feb 28 or April 18.   

Celebration Day on May 2!  It works to join the study on any Friday, but consistency is best.   

Bring a neighbor! 

 

SET APART—A FAITH-FILLED CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN “Aah, the JOURNEY”  

Friday, March 7 and/or Saturday, March 8, 2014 

University of Northwestern, 3003 Snelling, St. Paul MN 

“May the God of Hope fill you with all Peace and Joy as you Trust in Him so that you may 

overflow with Hope by the Power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13   

Featured speakers Susie Larson and Wendie Pett with praise worship times, lunch each day 

and three workshops a day.  One day $25, if prepay by March 2 with sign-up at Welcome 

Center, or visit  www.SetApartConference.com 

 

WOMEN MINISTRIES/NORTHWEST CONFERENCE 2014 RENEWAL CONFERENCE 

Compelled to LOVE  

March 14, 5:30pm check-in through 4:00pm March 15 

Buffalo Covenant Church 1601 HWY 25 N,  Buffalo, MN 55313 

Speaker:  Rev. Jonna Fantz. Dynamic worship. Breakout sessions. Hand waxing and spa time. 

Spanish interpretation.  Fri and Sat $40;   Sat only $30.   Either choice includes lunch.   

Discount available if you register by March 7.  Talk to Lynn at 651-770-1536.   

Registration forms on east hall bulletin or visit  www.wmnwc.org. 

 

FAMILY VALUES FOR LIFE   

PRESSING FORWARD TO THE NEW YOU BRUNCH  

Saturday, March 22, 11:00am -1:30pm. 

(See pg 15 for more information) 
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Annual Meetings 

2014 NORTHWEST CONFERENCE (DENOMINATION) ANNUAL MEETING  

May 2 & 3     (Ministerial Association – May 1-2) 

Hosted by Rochester Covenant Church in Rochester, MN 

Theme: Start Churches 

Key Speaker: John Teter, the Evangelical Covenant Church Church Planting Team  

Leader & senior pastor of Fountain of Life Covenant Church, Long Beach, CA, which 

he & his wife, Becky planted in 2007. Teter has also written two books, “Get the 

Word Out” and “Jesus and the Hip Hop Prophets,” co-authored with Alex Gee. 

Would you like to represent our church at the 130th NWC Annual Meeting in  

Rochester?  Hear testimonies of how God is working in various ministries throughout 

the region.   

Experience the relationship & fellowship of the family we call the Covenant. 

Participate with other lay leadership from all parts of the NWC to make decisions  

impacting our collective potential of Kingdom work. 

Please contact Rachel Hanks, or go to the NWC website for further info and  

registration form.   

Registration fee is paid for the first four delegates; deadline is April 22th.  

 

2014 EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH (DENOMINATION) ANNUAL MEETING  

June 26 – 28   (Experience Chicagoland June 23-25) 

Hyatt Regency O’Hare in Chicago, IL 

Theme: Gather ’14 “a Re-Visioning of the Annual Meeting Experience” 

We invite the entire Covenant family to worship, celebrate and participate in God’s 

work in the world. We’ll welcome new churches, ordain, commission and consecrate 

ministers and missionaries; make important decisions about our shared mission and 

ministry. 

If interested in representing our church, contact Rachel Hanks, or go to the ECC  

website for further info and registration form.  Registration fee, transportation, and 

lodging is paid for up to four delegates. 
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ROOTS COVENANT CHURCH - PREVIEW WORSHIP GATHERINGS 

Sunday, March 3 & April 13, 3:00 - 4:30pm 

Ober Community Center - 376 Western Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55103 

First Covenant Church is "parenting" a new church called Roots!  Join Roots for their 

monthly worship gatherings. The official launch of weekly worship for Roots will  

coincide with First Covenant's 140th birthday which will be on Sunday, April 27 at 

3:00pm. 

 

 

BIRTH OF ROOTS COVENANT CHURCH 

Sunday, April 27, 2014 

First Covenant Church 

Since the summer of 2013, Pastor Touger has served here as the Pastor of Community  

Engagement while he has actively been planting a new church in St. Paul called Roots 

Covenant Church.  The vision of this new church is simple: we seek to become a new 

people rooted in Christ, who passionately love God and purposefully seek the renewal of 

our city (Col. 2:6-7, Eph. 2:14-16, Mark 12:30-31, Jer. 29:7).  First Covenant Church has 

committed to becoming a parent church which will provide support to Roots with  

prayer, finances, facilities, etc.  The official send off/birth of Roots will coincide with FCC's 

140th year birthday celebration.   

In addition to celebrating what God has done through the ministries of FCC, we will also 

celebrate what God WILL DO both here at FCC as well as in the ministry of our daughter 

church, Roots.  Please join Roots for their official kick off to their weekly worship  

gathering starting on April 27, 3:00 - 4:30pm. 
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Partners 
THE SAINT PAUL COVENANT (TSPC) is a non-profit community organization committed 

to building strong partnerships with our neighborhood schools and other organizations 

who are investing in the lives of our children and youth. The Electric Sunshine Man, past 

musicals, East Side Thrive, Hero's Training Camp, Creative Arts Camp and other programs 

have all been funded by TSPC.  

Financial gifts for TSPC are always appreciated and we are grateful for past donations 

through the Reach for the Stars Fund, Give to the Max Day and the many other ways  

people have contributed. 

Board Members: Keith Turnquist (acting chairperson), Rob Haarsager, Judy Kline, Jon Fure, 

Hayley Johnson, Anne Vining, Kate Makosky. Please contact us with questions you have or 

ways you may want to help. 
 

EAST SIDE THRIVE (EST) (AN AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM OF TSPC) 

Wednesdays 4:00-5:45pm 

(No EST on April 2nd during St. Paul Public School’s spring break) 

First Covenant Church 

EST is thriving! We are welcoming Gretchen and Zac to our team. They are the new  

University of MN students and we are extremely excited for them to be with us. We have 

had a huge increase in students in K-5th grade.  We are still in need of more volunteers 

and would love for you to join our team. If you are interested please contact the Program 

Manager Vanessa Gill at Vanessa@tspcov.org.  

Check out the East Side Thrive page on the FCC’s website for photos and details about 

what we have going on. 

 

URBAN ROOTS SEED DISTRIBUTION EVENT 

March 22, 9:30am-Noon 

FCC Youth Wing 

For more info call Rebecca (651)228-7073 
 

PRESSING FORWARD TO THE NEW YOU BRUNCH 

March 22, 2014  11:00 am – 1:30 pm 

First Covenant Church 

Family Values for Life is presenting is 3rd Annual Pressing Forward to the New You Brunch.  

This event Is a follow up to the Jump Start to the New You Post Holiday Tea and seminars.  

The event will consist of speakers, entertainment, vendors selling their goods, door prizes, 

praise dancing and good fellowship. Come prepared to have a good time!   

RSVP to Alfreda Flowers at 651-774-0344 Ext. 30. 
 

BLOCK NURSE PROGRAM FISH FRY FUNDRAISER 

Friday, April 11, 2014  4:30 – 7:30 pm 

American Legion Post #577, 1129 Arcade Street St Paul MN 55106  

Great food, raffles for baskets, and door prizes. Profits support our mission --helping 

Eastside elders remain safe and healthy in their homes. 
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Looking Ahead 
BROADWAY DINNER NIGHT  

Friday, May 16, 6:00pm 

Lower Fellowship Hall 

This will be a night of entertainment where members of our church will be singing  

favorite Broadway tunes directed by Jorge Martinez and Richard Voth. This is a fund 

raising event to help cover the costs of our musicals with our partner schools  

Farnsworth and Johnson. Tickets need to be purchased in advance in order to calculate 

the food.   Adults: $20, under 18: $10, under 5: free.  Scholarships will be available on 

request. The evening includes a dinner, show, coffee and desserts.  Be sure to invite 

your friends and neighbors for this unforgettable evening of entertainment.  Child care 

will be provided.  If you are interested in participating in this event please contact  

Richard or Jorge. 

 

URBAN ROOTS PLANT DISTRIBUTION EVENT 

May 27, 9:00am-Noon 

FCC Youth Wing 

For more info call Rebecca (651)228-7073 

 

Confirmation: 

May 21 - Confirmation Trek 

May 30 - Confirmation Dessert 

June 1 - Confirmation Sunday 

 

Graduation Sunday: 

June 8  

 

HERO TRAINING CAMP 

June 9-12, 2:00-5:00pm 

Phalen Rec Center 

Incoming K -12th graders discover the hero within and the Greatest Hero of All  

- Jesus Christ -through this 4 -day sports and arts – based clinic camp held at Phalen Rec 

Center.  

 

COVENANT PINES 2014 CAMP DATES: 

Pathfinders (entering grades 3-4): June 13-15 

Kids Kamp (entering grades 2-3): June 30-July 2 

Trailblazers (entering grades 4-6): July 21-26 

Junior High Camp (entering grades 7-9): July 28-August 2 

Senior High Camp (entering grades 9-12): August 4-9 

 


